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UNITED STATES
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

WASHINGTON, D.C. OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
DOMESTIC GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

In Reply Refer To: NATIONAL CENTER STOP 523
26309/TB:1da : : RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092

December 6, 1977

Ms. Tilly Barling

Natural Resources Management Office
Code 26309, Naval Weapons Center
Department of the Navy

China Lake, California 93555

Dear Ms. Barling:

This is in response to your November 16 letter requesting
information on the name Argus Range in Inyo and San Bernardino
Ccunties, California. '

This office has no information indicating that the name Slate Range
was used or applied to the Argus Range. U.S. Geological Survey
topographic maps have used the name Argus and Slate Ranges, as
presently shown on maps, since 1913. These maps are field checked . .
to investigate and confirm the proper place-name usage.

Photo copies of older maps are available from the Library of Congress.
The address is:

Geogrpahic and Map Division
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20540,

Sincerely yours,

Donald J. Orth
Executive Secretary
Domestic Geographic Names

cc: g
DNC (2)/
ns:files
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
NAVAL WEAPONS CENTER
CHINA LAKE. CALIFORNIA 93555 ‘ IN REPLY REFER TO:
26309/TB:1da
16 November 1977

Donald J. Orth, Executive Secretary
Domestic Geographic Names

National Center, Stop 523

Reston, Virginia 22092

Dear Mr. Orth:

To complete historical data relevant to possible cultural resources on the
Naval Weapons Center at China Lake, I am researching the dat& when the Ar-
gus Range received its present name. This range in Inyo County, California
extends from about north latitude 35° 40' to 36° 15' at west longitude ap-
proximately 117° 25'., 1In old literature the name 'Slate Range'" is used for
these mountains as well as for the presently named Slate Range which runs in
a southeasterly direction from its junction with the Argus at the "Slate
Crossing'" which separates Panamint Valley from Searles Valley.

Any information you can furnish will be sincerely appreciated. If you can
suggest a source for plotocopies of o0ld maps of this region and how they
may be obtained I would also appreciate this information.

Your truly,

A0 Pk

TILLY BARLING

Natural Resources Management Office
Code 26309




